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THE MOTHER-IN-LAW.

L STORY OF THE ISLAND ESTATE,
HY MES EMMA D. E. SOUTHWORTH.
KIX—=Cohaminuun,

The fre light, faring up upow the facs of Su-
sun Somerville, showed the features contracted
with suffering. She gnzed at Anna with a confused
and half-conscious expression of countenanoce.

« Shall I nasist you to arrange your dress, Miss
Somerville 17

«Oh! Anna, tell them that I am faligued—
jne
T In that case, dear lady, your room would be
filled by oficious and inquiring people—better
try to go down.”

“yes! [ had! But, oh Aona!if gou knew 1

« My dear and honored mistress, I do knom!
| know all?” said Anua, kneeling at her feet, and
taking and pressing aud kissing both her hands.

Susan dropped her head apon the bosom of
Aung, and wept freely—long and freely, These
were the first teirsshe had shed, and they relieved
her of course.  Still Anna, kneeling at her feet
with the attitude and tones of deepest respect and
warmest sympathy, still caressing her hands,
spoke, gently, as follows—

“He ia not worthy of you, Miss Somerville!
Oh, believe it! Believe the instincts of affection
that assure me when I tell you he is not worthy
of you—not wise and strong enough foryou. And
I would rather see you weep here, than be the
wife of one not fitted to retain your esteem,
thongh that man were master of the Isle of Rayr.
Awd [, Miss Somerville—I, poor Anna Wood—
wonld rather be the isolated being that | am, cut off
by education from one class and by position from
the other—I would rather be myself, with my full
heart and brain, capable of deeply loviag, profound-
ly thinking, and greatly suffering—than be that
poor, little bride down stairs, with her brilliant
position and her famished heart and head. Yes!
weep! Griel breaks up thesoil of the heart, and
tears water and fertilize it. You will bave a rich
heart—for hearts grow rich by suffering! At
least 5o it seema to me! You will have a rich
heart—a rich mind, perhaps! There is compen-
sation in most things, No tear ever fell, no pang
was ever wrung in vain! Those who have spent o
life of tears nnd peins must find consclation
somewhere! Oh, believe this! if you pretend to
believe in the justice and mercyof God! 1, Miss
Somerville, with all my cravings after a full life
of uffections—and you know that peopiiof my
race and color live more through their affactions
than through their intellects—1 know that I sbhall
have to pasd through life alons—alone but for
you now, Miss Somerville, and quite alone when
you shall be married, ns you will be in a few
years. Well! [ ghall pass through life alone!
I am not therefore unhappy! I devote myself to
somehody’s interests, to some worthy objeot—and
I live! Ah! Miss Somerville, 1 feel that my
words ouly annoy you now! that you would pre-
fer silence to all this talk. No matter! you will
think of my words hereafier; and for the silence
you will have it at last. But now, Miss Somer-
ville, a duty lies before you—a duty that you owe
to yoursell. You must rouse yourself and go be-
low. For days, weeks perhaps, you must mingle
with this gay wedding party ; and then we will
go home—to our quiet home at the Craga—where
we will have profound peace and old books—the
company of our * brave unfortunates’—the heroes
and martyrs of the past, whose example will lend
us strongth to endure our own trisls, Come, Miss
Susan! let we srrange your hair!”?

Miss Somerville, ealmed by her fit of weeping—
consoled, too, by the delicate attachment of Anna—
guffared her hair to be re-dressed, and her mus-
lin robe to be re-arranged, and then descended
the stairs to the saloon.

Pritannis and Zoe, with Gertrude and Brutus
Lion, met her at the door.

“You are so pale! Ave you ill, Susani” in-
quired Zoe, with interest.

This question drew the close attention of the
whole group upon Miss Somerville.

“ Are you not well 77 abruptly inquired Ger-
trude.

“1 perceive that Miss Somerville has taken
cold, as | thought she would,” remarked Britan-
nia, drawing Susan’s srm within her own, and
earrying her off,

My dear Mrs. Stuart-Gordon you will do me
o pleasure if you will invite Miss O'Riley to ac-
company you to the Isle of Rays when we re-
turn,” snid General Stuart-Gordon to his daugh-
ter-in-law. as his eyes followed admiringly the el-
egant form and radiant face of Brighty through
the room.

“Oh, thank you! I will do 80 with great
pleasure! | had even wished to ask your per-
mission to do sol” excluimed Louise, her usu-
ally downeast eyes now raised and sparkling.

“ My permission !’ smiled the General, pleased
at her happy scquiesconce and amused at her
girlish humility.  “ My permission! my dear
Mrs. Stuart-Gordon!” he said, playfully, empha-
sising her new name and title, ¥ Get acoustomed
to your new dignity as a housekeeper, and invite
your own eompany, and select your own society,
without dreaming that I ghall interfere!”

At this moment, Brutus Lion, coming forward
with a grave bow, solicited the hand of the bride
for the first quadrille, and led her off to the head
of the set,

' Take Susan, and briog ber to make up this
set " whispered the bride.

And in two minutes more Lo uis stood opposite
to thew, with Susan Somerville by his side, and
hu.rr :nml clasped within his own,

¢ music now broke forth in peals of j
but failed to drown the noise of the u::m whioh
had revived in all its fury, v

The raging of the storm, the terrilile state of
the ronds, and the pitch darkness of the sky, pre-
vented the return home that night of any .'r the
wedding guests.

XX, s
THE REVELLERS,
Vit B
wy ¥y oW,
And the workd of dresmy gloom sl
In the mivty 5 of l’;y WOt Aark eyes T

Thioas kiast luved, fair girl: thon hast loved tho well,
art mourning mhs hroken apell ;

Thers 1o M A i o e B g
o, widh thy sorrows, fan'—Hemans.
yTrw. Arma'rong rang her bell at s early hour
the next morning, Kate Jumper anawered it.
Let Miss O'Riley know that I shall be pleased
1o 5ee her alone here, at her sarliost convenience,”

Pmight have still remained here, if | had submitted

S |
Kaste Jumper banded bor mistress her dressing |
m-thoobrylurmdm s |
She returned in sn instant to say, that Miss |
O'Riley would walt on Mrs. Armstrong in half |
an hour., And, by the time the stately toilet of
the dowager was completed, Britannia rapped for
admittance.

Britannia, in an elegant morning dress of dark-
blue sstin, with black luce falls—Brighty slways
made ‘un grand toileire’ wham she expected to en-
counter prideand arroganee in others—so Brigh-
ty presented herse f, making her morning saluta:
tion with easy dignity.

“You may retire, Kate. | sent for you, Miss
O'Riley, to say, that after to.day, as your seygices
to Miss Armstrong—ar, rather, to Mra Stoart-
Gordon—will no longer be required, your further
stay at Mont Crystal can be dispensed with, 1
*\n thit you are engaged by the year, and
LI four or five montha remain. Will you draw
that writing-desk towards me 77 4
“If you will excuse me, no, Mrs. Armstrong.”
 No part of your service, eh! Well, truly, 1
hized you as n governess, uot § waiting-maid, and
servanis of all grades are great sticklers for
rank !

“ Excuse me again, Mrs. Armstrong, but the
desk is in your reach, and out of mine ; besides, I
fancy you are stronger in the arms than myself.
However "—and Brighty, by a second and better
impulse, took hold of the desk, and wheeled it be-
fore the lady.

“1 was about to say, Miss O'Riley,” said the
lady, unlocking the desk, and takiog from it a
roll of bank-notes, *that for these four or five
months [ am willing to pay you a half-year's sula-
ry” And she tendered Britannia the money.
Brighty waved it baek

“No, Mrs. Armstrong I cannot ncoept a dollar
beyond the umount of my salury up to this day;
I shall leave your house to morrow.” Aud, cour-
tesying, Britannia withdrew from the room.

Iu trath, the prospects of Britannia were not
cheering. . She would have died rather than have
aocepted one dollar beyond her salary up to the
dute of her dismissal, or huve remnined another
day at Mont Crystal. -

Poor Brighty ! Extravagant love of dress and
jewellery kept her nearly penniless. And when
sheregained her own apurtment, aud counted over
her slender stock of money, and found only the
chinge of her last half-cagle, she was nearly in
despair.

Brighty was no heroine; and you are mot o
expect any of the heroie virtues to be manifested
in her churacter or copduct; so she walked about
the floor, communing with herself, as followa:
“Well, well, what am | todo? I might bave
saved three or four hundred dollurs if I bad heen
economical, and worn ecalico dresses and horn
combs ; or, being extravagunt as I have been, I

to- Mra.” Armstrong’s arrogance. Oh, Brighty,
Brighty, see what you have done by being vain,
extravagant, and ill-tempered | Economy is so
commendable, and meekness is so charming, and |
do 50 thoroughly admire both ! Yet the mischief
of it is, I can neither fret my eenses by conrse
olothing, or my temper by other people’s arro-
guuce. Oh, Brighty, you were eut out for a
princess, and spoh in the making up! Youare
a dislooated queen. Now, where away 7 1 shall
Never, never another luzurious home, another
roally superb patron, (for Mra. Armstrong is
that, with all her illnes) or another refined
pupil, in the Statie, Oh! [ sball probably find
myself governess to b a dozen double-chinned,
short-nosed girls and 8, who munch raw tur-
pips in echool, and whose mother cuts out her
own cloth clothes, and cowbides her own maids.
Oh, Britannis, see what you

for yoursell
Was there
T
ley 1 ty t t y re-
m:rlefully of Goguzl Sl:s‘rl-Gnrdon.

“ He is fond of me. at any rate! and after all, is it
not a8 well for a girl like me to be passively loved
as notively loving 77 said Brighty, smoothing her
ringlets and adjusting her dress.

B 1 gaid the. bride the ssme miorning.
“there is one great privilege in having a home of
one's orn.”

“ You have always had such a home, my love.”

“In being mistress of a home, then !”

“ And such a splendid home, Louise !

“It is that one may share it with their best
friends!” exclaimed the hride, throwing herself in
Brighty's arma. * Ob, Brighty ! come home with
me, :nd be my sister, until you are married your-
self’

Brighty elightly started at the last supposition,
and looked keenly ut Louise. She only saw the
hitherto pale girl with her eyes hright as stars
and her lips npurt and dewy with happiness and
hope. Brighty smiled in her eyes and caressed
her hair

4 My love, [ thonk you! Butconsider! This
is 8 most unreasonable request of yours!?

“ Why, Boghty 7" exelaimed the brile, in as-
tonishment. .

“ Why, yes, love! Thisk of it ! You and Lonis
would be the most insupportable hoste on earth
for the next month ortwo ! Thnk of 4! A month
with a newly-married bride and groom ! | should
expire of ennui ! and, laughing, Brighty hurried
away to escape her farther importunity.

Then, hastening back with a sudden impulse,
she caressed her—

“ My sweet Louise, | am grateful for all your
love and goodness, indeed | am! But | cinnot
accept it, Loujse! It is not erpedient that |
shonld 1"

“ Oh, Brighty, if you would be persuaded, |
should be so happy !’

“You will be happy, Louise! you are happy!
and 1 am &0 glad to witness it. There is Louis!
Go meet him!” and Brighty, disengaging herself
from the embrace of Louise, hastened away —has-
tened Away from the breakfust rovm, where this
conversation took place—io the saloon, in which
most of the guests who bhad remained sll night
were nesembled.

Tlere she encountered General Stuart-Gordon,
who, takiog both her hands, and pressing them,
looked with a penetrating gaze in her eyes, and

hegan to say—

¢ Brighty !"—— ;

~y it no one but the young girls of my
acquaintance to address me so familinely, General

Stusrt-Gordon ! said Brighty, trying to with
draw her hands and to ropress the smile that
mould gleam out from nuder her long eyelashes,
and flutter in the corners of her lips.

i Au revoir, young lady” said the mature lover,
gayly, squeezing both her hands until the jewel-
IJ rings upon them dented his fat hands, and,
bowing ceremoniously, he let her pass.

General Stuart-Gordon bad eaught o glimpse
of that but gleaming smile, and it was
wonderful the effect! wonderful how lightly

ped about that heavy man! how gayly smiled
mhlkul that graveman !—nntil several matrons
in the saloon, wishing to compliment him, said—
 The marriage of your son restores your youth,
General Stusrt.Gordon ! j

A plece of information with which the ungrale-
ful General did not scem to be particularly de-
lighted, :

 This popular ides of growing old is an illn-
sion, Mesdames " he said. “* Age, is a movable
feast.' 3

“ A movable fast rather, General,” replied the
Indies, lsughing.

Gt:mf Sttfuﬂ-(}wdm smiled, bowed, snd

out to seek Lis daughter-in-law, of whom
e was beginning to grow very fond.

Britannia bad horried off to the hevy of girls

whom she loved well enough to permit to call her

[ Bﬂ‘ll’"’
Gertrude Lion, Zoe Dove, and Susan Somer-
ville, were grouped upon their favorite crimson

#ofh {n the recess of the bow window st the far-
ther extremity of the saloon. Mrs. Armsirong
""ohnh{mn of her bmnon&np of
b ks et Tt sapaoed, i 40 09
entered, leaning on

-8 of her fathe , o looking so boautiful
with ber slightly heightened color, her radiant
blue eyes, and her complexion and petit
figure set off to the beat ndvantages by the pale

N:ﬂ‘t‘dh dress.

Mrs . seeing her blithe couutenance,

grew biack {n the fuse, agd mattered (0 hersell—
“This it is to have n l.-c:la and ungrateful

child! Already she in the nesr prospect

of leaving her mother's house for the full liberty

of her husband’s 1"
in her blind pride and jeal-

Mra A
ouay, failed to that whe hersell had left to

commanded the lady.

child. And indeed the boart of Louise was ex- |
panding ns well under the paternal fondness of
General Stnart-Gordon, as in the warm and ear.
uest affection of Louis.

“ What are you golog to do, Brighty 7" in-
quired the girls as Britannia took her seat with
them.

“1 do not know, indeed! [ bave decided on
nothing as yrl}-‘-‘ waid Brighty, growing serious in |
spite of herself.

Sasan Somerville had ot joined in the inquiry, |
but now she looked up with interest upon the
sobered face of Brighty, nnd, passing her hand
once or twice ncross her own pale and troubled
brow, fell into thought.

o Hhiu O’Rl;?, rutus and mysell would be
very happy to have some months with
us l’l tthﬂlh. It l:::up.l.;:l the housekeeping
is rather topsy-turvy, and that the old gurden has
more rocks, brambles, and snakes, in it than flow-
ers, fruite, or birds; but then our horses are the
fivest in the country, and our dogs ¢qusl them.”
said the Ger-faloon, with a blending of rudeness,
arrogance, and courtesy, that was very strange.

Britannia O'Riley bowed courteousiy, but, be-
*fore she could decline this invitaiion, Zoe Dove
caught her hand, and exclsimed, quite breath-
lesaly— ik .

“No, mo! no, no! Come to the Dovecote,

—APhe fhere be first vate
You shall have my little chamber; 1 have just
made a nice bloe and white quilt for the bed ; and

I will sleep on a pallet in father’s room.”

Britanois took her hand and pressed it affec-
tionately, and then said—

“1 thank you both very sincerely, dear girls.
But, as yet, my Tature is all undetermined ;” and
the tears swam in Brighty's eyes, as much from a
sense of wounded pride in the thought that hex
homeless condition had moved the sympathy of
these girls, as from an emotion of gratitude for
their kindness—and then she thonght of Gieneral
Stunrt-Gordon as one who could deliver her from
all such mortifieations in the present, and protect
her from their return in the future; and her
heart warmed towards him with the grateful but
unimpassioped sffection that the young-loved
sometimes feel for the nged-loving.

Susin Somerville bad remained silent ; but s
soon as she got an opportunity of spesking to
Brighty unobserved, she said—

“ Will you come to my room s §00n as you can,
Miss O'Riley ¥”

“ | will attend you thece waw.if you please,”
suid Drighty.

And the girls ress and sought the apartmept of
Mies Somerville,

As soon as they were seated by the quiet, little
wood fire, Susan again passing her haud over her
brow, like one who tries to dissipste a pertins-
cious and intensely concentrated idea, said slow-
ly, and in a broken voice—still like one trying
unsucoessfully to break the bondage of an over-
mastering thought, and give attention to the sub-
jeot in hand—

“ Britaunia, after these—these wedding festivi-
ties are over, come with me to the Crags. It is
wild, blasted—not nioce now—hut it will be better
in the spring !’ and, without waiting for an an-
swer, Susan r::r«.l again into thought, forget-
ting thst she given the invitation.

Brighty had penetrated her seeret. She gazed
on that pale and altered brow, those wasted cheeks
and hollow eyes—eyes grown twice their natural
size through dilstion of their pupils—and the
emaciation of the face—upon that collapsed nud
quivering frame,and turned abruptly away to hide
the tenrs that suffused her eyes. Not for the
world, by any betrayal of her own sympathy,
would she have violsted the sanctuary of her
friend's sacred delicacy. Recovering her own
compogure, ehe returned to Susan, and, by way
of arousing her, took her hand, and eaid cheer-
folly—

‘thukynn, dear Sosan ; and I accept your
kind invitation very gladly.”

“1It ja m dreary waste, & blenk, desolate scen
Brighty, but it bas the advantage of healthful-
:en.”mewd Susan, in some degree reco

erae -

‘The dinner bell snd the young ladies

o :: , befors, that wed
you onoce n -
ding festivilies in the country parts of Maryland

| that after property in man has heen scquired, tha,

o Abe 2l law was revived, and slavery does wom e+

prohibited by law. Mr. Clay well knows that
Mr Calhoun and the great mass of the slavehold-
ers contend that in the ahsence of a prohbitory law,
men, women, and children, a8 well ss horses and
sheep, may be held as property in any Territory
of the Upited States ; and this doctrine Mr. Clay
himself nowhere denies. Nay, further, Mr Cal.
houn insists, and 1 believe traly, that slivery
never has been established by law in any country—

and not before, laws are to protect it. The
slaveholders sk for no act of Congress anthoriz.
ing them to earry their property into the Terri-
tories. All they ask is, that no prehibuory low
shall be passed, and then they will carry their
slaves where they plense, nod keep them by their
own strong hand without law, till in their Terri.
torial Legislatures they shall pass sueh lowg on
the subject as they shall find needful. Notsword
in Mr. Clay's compromise contravenes this legal
theory, or prevents its reduction to practice. Sla.
very did once exist by law in these Territories.
Why does it not now? Mr. Clay amswors the
question by telling us that Mexican luw abaliched
it. Now, he perfectly well knows that the Mexi.
can law not ouly sholished bat prohlived slavery.
If that law was repealed by the eonques:, then

wt by law. 1€ the law was not repealed by the
oorquast, then the law ie still in foree and siavery
is wow prohlated by larw. 'Why, then, does not Mr.
Clay fairly and honestly declare that slavery is
now prohibited by law? Because this would in-
deed be a compromise, and would render the Pro-
viso nugatory, and would secure the Territories
from the curse of slavery. The very omission of
such o declaration implies a denial of an existing
prohibition, and in such denial he well knows the
whole South concurs. So far, then, is Mr. Clay's
inconsequential truism from being & compromise,
that it surrenders to the South even more than
she has demanded, and throws open to the slave-
holders the whole territory north as well as south
of the Migsouri line, Dut to reconcile the North
to this total surrender, they are to be favored by
Congress with an opinion that w 15 ot hiely that
glavery will be introduced into any part of the con-
quered territory.  'What is only improbable, isat
least possible, and henoo this legislative opinion
would, in fact, be a solemn and official declaration,
that thereisnolsgal prohibition to the introduction
of slavery. It is not pretended that this epinion
which Congress is to volunteer is to have any legal
force whatsoever, But what, i€ time shall prove
the opiniom to have been erroncous, will it be any
congolation Lo tho ¥onh for haviog, by their act,
blighted immense Tegions with human bondage,
that they hud been fooled by an opinion? Mr.
Downs of Louisiana, in reply to Mr. Clay, nssert-
ed that there were already in the Territories
“gome four or five hundred slaves,” and another
member declared that there would now have been
plenty of slaves there, had not thoir masters been
apprehensive of the Provise. If Mr. Clay is cor-
rect in his opinion, the slaveholders have heon
strangely wistoken. It was openly avowed dur-
ing the wir, that the territory to be gonquered
south of 369 30’ would be a gluve region. Before
our army entered the city of Mexieo, we were
offered sll Texas proper, and the whole of New
Mexico and California merth of thirty-seven de-
grees—an  extent of territory equal to nine
States of the size of New York. The offer was
rejected, and thousinds were slanghtered to ob-
tain territory south of 169 50, to be peopled with
slaves. From the first mention of the Proviso,
our Northern editurs and politicians in the slave
interest opposed it as uunecessary, hecause, ns
they assured us, the soil and climate of these ter-
ritories were unsuitable to sluve labor. The slave-
holders knew better, and never endorsed the
falsehood of their allies. Mr. Waddy Thomp
son of South Carolina, Minister to Mexioo, an-
nounced to kis Lrethreng writing of Californin—
“Sugur, rice. and cotton, !’nd there their 0wn con-
genisl clime.’— Recollections of Merico, p. 234.

Did the South make war Mexico only to
soquire free territory? Is she now threatening
disunion and civil war for a privilege she “is not
likely 7 to exercise ?

to abolish slavery in the District is fully comee-
ded, yet hie oalls on Congress not to do, what
many of its members and vust multitudes of their
constituents believe it their moral duty to do. In
this propossl 1 can find no other compromise but
tht of conssience. .

6. The next proposal is to prohibit the impor-

tation of elaves into the Distriot for sele. Inother | ern ruffians and Northern doughfaces ere long |

words, the inhahitants are to have a monopoly of
the trade in human beings. These good people
are not to be deprived of the privilege of import-
ing as many slaves as they wmy want for their
own use, nor of selling hushands and wives, and
children, to be teansported to the extremities of
the Union ; but foreign traders shall no longer be
permitted to glut the Washington market wilh
their wares. he moment the resolution passes,
human chattels will rise in value in the capital of
our republic. I abjeot mot to the abolition of the
trade, since it will remoye one of the many abom-
inations with which slavery has disgesced the
seat of our National Government ; but | deny that
the proposition involves the slightest concession
on lr: rt of the slaveholders. Says Mr. Clay
himself, “ulmost every slaveholding State in the
Union has exercised its power to prohibit the in-
troduotion of slaves as merchandise”” The power
is exercised or pot, gocording to conveniencg, and
a4 it is thonght most profitable to breed or Yo im-

Hport slaves,

T SEVENTH RESOLNTION,

7. We now come to a grand specific for giving
eise to Northern consciences, for allaying allirri-
tution, and for restoring n general healthful ac-
tion throughout the present morbid system of the
Confederacy ! 1 will give the recipe in full
“ Resolved, that more ffectwal provision ought to
be made by law for the restitution and delivery
of persons bound to service or labor in any State
who may escape into any other State or Territory
of this Union” That I may not be ncoused of in-
justice to Mr, Clay in my subsequent remarks, |
will quote from his speech onm this point: “I do
not say, sir, that a private individual is obliged to
make the tour of his whole State, in order to as-
sist the owner of a slave to recover his property;
bat 1 do say, if he is pressnt when the owner of a
slave is about to assert his rights and regain pos-
session of his property. that ke and cvery one pres-
ent, whether officer or agent of the State Govern-
ment, or private individual, is bound to assist in
the execution of the laws of their conntry® “|
will go'with the farthest Senator from the South
in this body to make powal daws o hpose the
heaviest sanctions upon the recovery of fugitive
slavee, and the restorafion of them to their own-
ers.”! . i

Such is the panacen, and such is the manner in
which our medical adviser proposes to sdminister
it. He must not be surprised, should some diffi-
enity be experienced in compelling the patient to
uwufluw the dranght.

Mr. Clay has long been a favorer of those field
gports in which the prey is max, and he has the
merit, it {3 believed, of being the first to conocive
the grand idea of securing a national intercom-
munity in these sports, h‘ means of international
treatice. So early as the 10th June, 1826, us
Secretary of State, he proposed to the British
Government to throw the Canadas open for this
sport, and in return, to British sportsmen should
be accorded the privilege of hunting West India
negroes, throughout the whole extent of the
American Republic. But John Bull rejected the
tendered reciprocity, and churlishly replied, “The
low of Purlinment gave freedom to every elave
who effeetod his lauding on British ground.”

About the pame time, we requested from Mex-
ico the boon of hunting negroes over her wide
area. The desired favor was denied, but we have
since foreibly added almost half her terriory to
our own hunting grounds.  OF all the game laws
in existence, that of 17493, which regulates the
chase of negroes, 18 the most horrible; yet Mr,
Cluy is dissatisfied with it, and ealls upon Con-
gress to make it “more effcotual” and of eonrse
more horrible. Should a Virginien come to New
York in search of his horse, and find him in the
possession of snother, who claims him as his prop-
erty, how is he to recover the enimal 7 Only by

"o-Upon whal does Mr, Clay rest his sirange, un-
s o], At oy
oluslon o u;b from m [

tion. He does not pretend that this exclusion was

and Vlrgnis are conducted on quite a different
plan to that sdopted in fashionable city circles,

The boney-moon, usuully passed in solitude by
fashionable city bride and groom, is here speut in
a round of dinner parties, balls, &e. [t is an oc-
casion of merry-mnking that quiet country people
seize with great avidity and improve to its ut-
most

extent.

Thus our bride and bridegroom were kept in a
continual whirl of dissipation for five weeks,
which brought April before they were finally set-
tled in their beautiful home of The Isle of Rays.

END OF BOOK FIRST.

——

LETTER TO HON, WILLIAM J. NELSON,
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

New Yok, February 11, 1550,

My Dgan Sie: As one of your immediate con-
stituents, permit me to express Lo you my views
on the resolutions lately submitted to the Sennie
by Mr, Clay. They are skilfully drawn, and
their true import seems 1o me to be generally mis-
understood, and in many instances intensionally
misrepresented. Viurious considerations combine
to render these resolutions noceptable to that class
of our Northern politiciang, who are spxious to
be popular at home, without forfeiting their share
of the patronage which is dispensed at Washing-
tou Yy the Slave Power. The resolutions are
eight in number, sod I will examine them in
their order.

FIRST BESOLUTION,

I. This proposes the sdmission of California
as o State, without the imposition by Congress of
any restriction on the subject of Slavery, and
“uwuh swidable bowndaries” These words imply
that the present boundaries are unsuitable, nud
must be altered. Let me now call your attention
to the true reason for this reservation about houn-
daries, and respecting which the resolution is
silent, Duriog the war, and before the cession
of any territory, the House of Representatives
passed the Wilmot Proviso, probibiting Sluvery
in «ll the Territory that might be sequired. On
this, the South, with one voice, declared that they
wonld not submit to the exolusion of slavery souh
of 399 20, The Legislature of Alabama resolved
that they would not recognise ** nuy enactment of
the Federal Government which Las for its oliject
the probibition of slavery in any territory to be
sequired by conquest or treaty, soutl of the line of
the Missouri Compromise.” At a public meeting
in Charleston, nnd at which | believe Mr, Cal-
houn was present, it was resolved that it would
he debasing snd dishonorable to submit to the
prohibition of slavery * beyond what is already
yielded by the Misouri Compromise,” and in-
numerable have been the offers and effurts of
Southern politicians to extend the Compromise
line to the Pacific. Hence It is not the exclusion
of slavery in Califoruia to the north of that line
that offends the South; and to admit this Anti-
Slavery State, bounded on the south hy 569 50,
is doing no more than what the South has oou-
sented should be done, and is in no sense n
promise. But the free Siate of California ex-
tends sowrh of this line, und hence her southern
boundary is unsustable, and henoe Mr. Clay’s reso-
lution makes a tacit provision for depriviog the
Stute of s0 much of her territory as his Southern
frjends have resolved shall not be conseerated to
freedom. Mr, Foote of Mississippi observed, in
relntion to this very resolution, “ | see no oljection
to admitting all California above the line of 36°
30' into the Union, provided apother new slave
State be laid off within the present limits of
Texas” To this laying off another new slave
8 Mr. Clay's compromise no obsta-
al:'::.' Had Mr, Clay proposed admission of
California with *its present boundaries,” his
offer would u; far ha;r::dm & compromise a4 to
oonecede something to om, a8 &
for the surrender of the Wilmot Proviso.

SECOND RESOLUTION,
2. ‘The next resolution declares that “as sla-
very docs not exust by low, and 15 not likely to be in-
troduced” into sny of the conquered territories,

ernments, without any restriction on the subject

slavery. The proposed nasertion by Congress
:{n slavery does not exist by law in the Territo-

riew, is hailed s an all-sufficient balm to the eon-
“scienoes of those who recoll with horror st the
iden of being tn an responsible for the
wxtension of human mmuu

in this declaration, but the of s
:htnhl Wndlwumhnh,p*u-
joan or Americau, recoguising slavery In the Ter
m&%hg Berd fost, but oS pocts

the good People of the North will draw for
x:ullnl the inferemcs, that hecsuse slavery
doss not exist by law, therefore it in probibited by
law  Properiy in hants does not exist by lew

m*unnﬂrmmm«m

in New York, but it exists, beoause it is not

they should be organized under Territorial Gov- | grat

owing to the unfitness of the soil and climate for
slave labor. We all know that the unexpected
discovery of gold suddenly collected in Califirnin
n large Northern pepulation, naturally averse to
wlavery, and jealous of the competition of slave
labor, in digging gold. But does gold exist in
Deseret or New Mexico? Or is there a large
Northern population in Californin south of 760
0't Is it logical to infer that slavery is not
likely to be introduced into these Territories,
even with the sunction of Congress, because under
totally different ciroumstances it has been ex-
oluded from California? Now Mexico ia sopa-
rated by an imaginary line from Texas, and nhout
half of it is claimed by that slave State. la it
likely that Texan slaveholders will not eross the
line with their property, or ccoupy territory they
cluim ns their own?

The settlers in Deseret have formed n Consti-
tution virtually allowing slavery, by not prohibit-
ing it. The gold-diggers in California are con-
centrated fur north of 369 30'; the eity of Sun
Francisco is ulso north of that line, while sonth
of it is a large area, where there is littie to ob-
struct the introduction of slavery. Under these
circumstances, there are ‘rmhuhl ¥ very few men
in Congress who would dare, on their oaths, to
affirm the opinion expressed by Mr. Clay. That
opinion is at hest a caleulution of chances ; a ecal-
culation on which no man wonld hazard a thou-
sand dollsrs; yet this miserable ocaleulation is
offered to the North as a compensation for the
surpender of all the political and moral blessings
which the Proviso would securs,

Mr, Clay utterly demolishes Gen. Cans's argu-
meunt agiinst the constitutionality of the Proviso,
and aflirms most positively the right of Congress
to prohibit slavery in the territories. Hut how
stands the question of daty and moral consistency
between these two gentlemen ! Undeniably in
favor of the General. He has not, indeed, under-
taken to solve the nice and diflicult question
whether human bondage is a curse or o blessing.
He is sensibly slive 1o the atrocity of flogging
two or three Hungarian women, but mukes no
comment on laws which subjeot thousands of
American women to the lash. e calls upon the
nation to express its indigonation, at the execu-
tion of o few Iungarian insurgents taken with
arms in their hands, but gives no opinion how far
it would be right or “to shoot certain of bis
own countrymen, if taken in revolt against worse
than A an oppression. But he contends that
whatever may be the moral character of sluvery,
Congress has no constitutional right to prohibit it,
and therefore onght not to prohibit it. On the
other hand, Mr, Cllf frankly declares that sla-
very is 'rmuf, ““a grievous wrong ;" that to propa-
gnte slavery is to propagute wuonc, e sflirms
the constitutional power of Congress to prohibit
this propagation of wrong, and then calls upon
Congress to permit slaveholders to propagate this
wrong when and where they please over the
whole wide extent of our conquered lerritory,
with the single exception of what may be inclu.
dod within the State of California.  Before God

man, Gien. Case's conclusion from his premises
justified, while the eonclusion drawn by Mr
Clay from hl:dpmlm is condemucd as hostile
to morality nnd humanity
THIRD, FOURTI, FIVTI, AND BIXTH KESOLUTIONS.

3. This resolution merely gives to Texna more
territory than ghe is entitled to, nnd less thanshe
dnmlndled is #o fur & compromise of territorial
claims ; but in no degree a com ise belween
the friends and enemies of humnn rights, since
what is to be taken from Texas is to be immedi.
ately thrown open to the slaveholders.

4. Texas had, before annexation, pledged her
duties on foreign eommerce as security to certain
craditors. These duties, hy annexation, were
surrendered to the United States. Mr. Clay

posen that the United States shall assume the
mu due to these ereditors, if Texna will relin.
quish ber claims on New Mexioo. If justics re-
quires the nation to assume these deble, their as-
sumption ought not to depend on the cession of
tory by Texns, If in justice we do not cwe
these debts, their payment by us will in fact be a
uity to Texas for the relinquishment of one

of the most impudent and fraudulent claims ever

wade, Wae have official information, communics-
ted by General Jackson to Con, that the
nries of their

Texsus, when defining the bou
new-horn repablic, at first determined to inclode
Califormn, and all question they had then
an much right to Francisco a8 they now have
to Baunta Fe. The proposition of Mr. Clay Is
therefure to pay !
admita she bas no fitle and then to throw open
the territury so purchased to the alaveboldery.
In this, | ean see no concession to the North,

& Congress is to deolure it inex pedient taabol-
ish slavery in the District of Columbis, exoept
with the assent of Maryland and the of

Texas for territory to which he | from her

rocess of law, and that process requires that a
rury of twelve impartial men, drawn hm&., shall
upon 1he confiloting elnima. Nel party
Ra.:lny choice in selecting the jury, mor can
cither establish his claim by his own evidence.
But if the Virginian is huntiog & man, and sees
one that will serve his purpose, and who will
fetch s thousand dellars in the Southern market,
but who claims to belong to himself, how i he to
wecure him?  Why, he may eateh his man as well
a8 be can, and mr.}.wur. worrant may curry him
before any jostice of the penoe whom for snflicient
resgons he may think proper to select, and swear
that the man he has eaught iy his, and the jostice
may surrender the max to perpetual bondage,
degradation, and wisery, Various officers hesides
justices are nuthorzicd to net, so that the Virgin-
jun has a wide choice, Surely this ja hunting
mude engy by law, but it is not found so easy in
practioe.  Latterly, various States have prohibit-
ed their omwn gfficer s from vssisting in the chase of
human heings, and citizens rarely lend any wn.
paid asgistance. Hence n new game law ig deemed
needfnl, und Mr. Cloy, ns we have seen, is pledged
to go with “the furthest Southern Senater,” the
most devoted lover of the sport, to make it effec-
tuul. The Judiciary Committee havi accordingly
reported a hill, now before the Senate,  “I ngrec,”
wiid Mr, Mason, one of the farthest Sunthern
Senators, in his speech on this bill, (25th Jan,) “1
ugree that the Federal Government has mo pomer
ta wnpase duties of any kind upon the officers of State
(overnments as such?”  OFf course, the obligation
imposed by the law of 1703, upon justices of the
penoe and other State officers, to catch slaves, re

‘nhlma and confasion of face, by committing a
crime ®o foul and damnnble. Mr. Mason, in his
| apeech, insists upon the right of the hunter *
enter peaceably apy enclosure or pwrrLing where
| such sluve may be found, for the purpose of ta-
king bim.” Shoull this asserted right be incor-
porated into the compromise hill, then may South-

be roaming through our bed rooms and ransack-
ing our clogets in search of prey. Should an at-
tempt be made to enforcs  the heaviest sanctious ”
for which Mr. Clay is ready to vote, he may be
agsured the prisons in New York and New Euog-
land are too few to hold the vast multitude of
men and women who would willingly tenant them
rather than peril their sonls by betraying the fu.
gitive, or assisting in his capture. Mr. Clay very
kindly declines requiriog “a private individual
te make the towr of his whole State ' in search of a
slave, but he in

New England some like the one fauncied by the
poet :

“ Gool luck toonr hunters ' Liow nobly they ride,

In the glow of their seal, and the strength of their pride !
The priest with bis pusscsk fung bick on the wind,

Just sereening the politie statesman behind—

The saint and the sinner, with cursing and peayer —

The drunk and the sober ride merrily there.

Ob ' goodly and grand I our hunting o nee,

In thin *land of the brave and this bome of the free’’
Right merri'y huoting the blsck mwan whose sin

Is the curl of bis hatr and the boe of his skin

So mpeed to their hunting o'er mountain and glen,
Throagh eane-bruke an4d forest—the hunter of men' '

Jut the Constitution! This instrument de-
clares, in substance, that the fugitive slave shall
bo delivered up ; but Mr. Clay, | believe, is the
first lawyer who has contended that the obli

gation of delivery rests upon “ private individu-
als” Even Mr, uun,inhhl?noh, inwists that
the mandate to deliver up is “addressed to the
Jurisdiction of the State into which the fugitive
may cccape”  Of course, individual citizens, as

the game is started, ought to follow the hounds. |
Could he but enforoe this obligation, we should |
have some grand turn-onty in New York snd |

Col, iuto & soulless machive. Tell me not of #r-
e ptisnc—of wome lucky chattel, like Mr. Clay's
negeo, referred to in his speech, who, in his mis-
ter s well-stored kitchen, hugs his chain, lnnghe,

aml grows fat.  Hle iv but o vendibls commo lity,
and to-morrow's sun may behold him toiling vn-
der the lish, his wife given 1o snother, sed his
children, with pigs and mules sold st suetion to
the bighest bidder. Tell me not of exceptions ;
| “the kind owner” may at any moment he ex-
changed by death or debis, for the hardensd. re-
| morsoless taskmaster, and the law sanctions every
| villany perpetrated upon the slave | No, my
dear sir, | cannot give my oonsent, wnd 1 hope it
will not be given for me by my represeutative, to
curse & vast empire with such an institurion. and o
doom unhorn millions to its unutierable abomina-
tions, even to save onr Southern brethren from
the sin and folly of founding a new Bepublie ')
upon the denisl of human rights, and of render
ing themselves a bye.word, s proverb und & re
proach among all the nations of the earth |
value the favor of my God, and the salvation of
| my soul, too much to take part or lot in suen
| great wickedness,. Most fully do [ agree with
Mr. Clay, that Congress hos no more cons: itu-
tional authority over slavery in the States than

'

@ that all who were present when

| in the lsland of Cuba, and most fully dp J aeres

with the admission in his speech, but not ra
fownd wn dns resofunrons, of the right of Congress to
exclude sisvery from the conguered territories,
Heace, in my opinion, the refueal to exercive this
right, even to preserve the Union, would b u
crime ln the sight of God and wan. | entertain
no apprebension of the severance of the Union,
for this cause: but should the few sluveholders,
and the vast multitude of Southern peaple, who
have mo interest in slavery, in their madnes< sep-
arate from us, upon them will rest the gin, and
upon them and their children will fall its punish-
ment. Let us do what God commands, and leave
to Him the consequences.

Yours, truly, Wintan Jay

* A late cemsus in Kentucky revials the faet, that the
slaveholders in that State own, on s Average, twenty two
slaves. Should this avernge Le applied to the whole e'ave
region, the number of masters, aocording to 1he censun of

such, are under no constitutional obligations to
volunteer to eatch slaves. But sup A positive
law should enjoin each individual to betrsj or
aid in capturing the fugitive? the questionsput by
the Apostles, when legally forbidden to teach in
the name of Jesus, would then recur : “ Whether
it be right, in the sight of God, to hearken unto
you wore then unto God, judge ye” It is not
merely the right, but the duty of a Christian to
refusean active sializace to any snd every law
of mun which he believea contravenes the eom-
mands of his Maker ; and then, like the Apostles,
to offer no forcible resistance to the penalties at-
tached to his disobedience.

Mr. Clay may rest sssured that the bill of
pains and penalties promised in his 7th resolu-
tion will not have the composing influence he
antioipates. Filling our prisons with pious, be-
uevolent, kind-hearted men and women, will
have little effect in soppressing sgitation. In
his compromising anodyoe, Mr. Clay has omit-
ted wn important fogredient. Ample provision
is to be made for the recovery of Southern
slaves, but none for the recovery of Northern
citizens. If the Counstigution gives the South-
ern planter a right to seize his slave in New
York or Mussachusetts, equally explicit is the
grant to citizens of those States to enjoy the
rights of citizenship in South Carolina, Yet, if
cerinin of our citizens, freeholders and clectors at
home, think proper to visit that State, a prison is
the ouly dwelling they are permitted to oceupy ;
and should the State to which they belong send
an agent to ingquire why they are immured ina
Jwil, aud to bring their case before the Supreme
Court of the United States, he is compelled to
floe at the hazard of his life !

8. Tho lust item of this grand compromise is
virtnally a guaranty thet the American slave
trade, vile and Jontheome as it is, shall be held
sacred from prohibition or obstruction by the
Federal Government for all time to come, The
stars and stripes shall forever proteot ench const-
ing vessel thut shall be frieghted with human
misery and despair, and manacled coffles shall,

without molestation, be driven scross the conti-
nent from the Atlantio to the Pucifie. The slave
tridde in the District, that is, in one single market,
Mr. Clay pronounces * detestable,” and talks with
horror of * the cortegés which pass along our ave-
nues of manacled human beiogs.” Put why this
sudden outburst of indignation aguinst a lnwful
commerce ! s it dishonorable to sell merchan-
dise? Huas not Mr. Clay himaclf proclanimed
“4hat is property which the law makes proper
ty 17 by does he diseard the Washington
myn-merchnots 7 ls it base to buy and sell hu.
man beings?  Mr, Clay forgets that this “ detes:-
nble trade” is, in fact, supported by the gentle-
men breeders who seliand the gentlemen planters
who buy, Dut this trade, which is so “ detosta
ble,” and these cortegds, which are so horrible on
a very little scale, are now to assume a national
importance, crolnoud and sanotioned by the Gov-
ernment of the whole Republic !

Such, sir, isthe maguanimous compromise which
#0o muny of our Whig and Demoeratio politicians,
now that the eleciions ave over, and the solemn
pledges made in favor of the Wilmot Proviso
suppased to be forgotten, are willing*to accept ns
mighty boon to human rights, and a mighty bar-
rier againgt the further encroachments of the
slave power. In my ears, the only lunguage ad.
dressed by these eight resolutions, to the North,
is the cry of the horse-lecch—ygive, give, No test
can detect in them, no microscope can make visible
the most minute concession to human liberty.
Not onesingleinch of Territory does the proposed
omise secure frow slavery, thal is not wlrea-

voil, and our Northern Legislutures, it is ndmftled‘
have n right to prohibit them from purticipating in
siave hunts, Toobviate this dificulty,it beoomes
necessary toselect other than Stats officers to adju-
dieate upon questiops of higher import than any,
with the single exception of life and death, that
ever exercise the talents, learning, virtue, and in-
dependence, of the most august tribunals of any
civilized country. And who are the grave and
reverend jndges appointed by this bill to sit in
judgment on the liberty or boudage of native-born
Americans!? Amang these judges are rwisty
ruotsany rostaastens ! Fach one of these new
judges is authorized to adjudge any man, woman,
or child, black or white, to be a vendible chattel ;
snd this jndgment is to be founded on any proof
that may be satisfactory to said postmaster in the
words of the bill, “either by oral testimony or
aflidavit,” nor is the testimony, either oral or by
pffidavit, of the interested claimant excluded ; and
from this judgment there is no appeal | Slavery
is mo longer coufined to one color. The Southern
popers sbound with advertisements offering re-
wards for fugitive sluves, containing the caution,
that the fogitive will probably attempt to pass
for a white person,
A fow years since a Maryland slaveholder
caught in Philadelphin o white girl, (Mary Gil.
more,) whom he elsimed as bis slove. The onse
was brought before a Pennaylvania judge, and oc-
oupied two days, and it was proved by most abun-
daut overwhelming evidence, that the alleged
slave was the orpban duughter of roor Imisi ra-
wunts. The mother had died in the Philadelphia
hinspital, and the daughter had uever been in
Marylsnd. By a pendtog amendment to this bill,
every man and woman who, prompted by the ho-
liest impulses of our nature, shall * barbor or
conoeal’ "“J’"’ from the hunter, is to be visited
with fine and jmprisonment. A few days after
Mr. Clay introduced his resolutions, Bruen &
Hill, wlave t in Alexandria, wrote n letter,
since publish the newspapers, stating for the
information of & free motuen in New York, who
wished to redeem her pavauren from bondage,
that they cannot afford to sell “the girl Emily
for less than mianrees wonoren sortaks!” Why
this prodigious price? They add, * we have two
or three offers for FEmily from geatlemen from the
South. Sho is said to be the finest-lovking woman
in this country
Should this devoted wictim escape from her
keepers, and be afterwards found concenled in her
mother's house, not only is she to be carried back
and subjected to the fate intended for her, hat
the morukk is liable by the then t bill to
ba sentenced to pay s fine of five hundred dollars
1o the United States, to pay Messrs. Broen & Hill
one thousand dollara for and be impris-
oned six months. We hope, Mr. Clay's rep-
utation, no “ furthest Senstor from the South”
will ask for heavier pn-ltlnl.for if he does, Mr
Cklzga ledged z;.vm for t? henviest m“.
t that ma, pu:dl at wnppose t
poor girl lhn{d find way to Peckskill, In-
stead of New York, and in your aheence, with
bursting heart, nak to be sheltered in your house
pursners.  Can you for » single moment
sdmit ‘he possibility, that yonr wife, the mother
of your children, could, fenr of the law,
#0 unsex hersell s to tura the trembling fagitive
futo the atreet, or betray her to the hunters! A
thousand times rather would you see the part
ner of yoor hosom enduring Mr, Clay's “ heavl-

the Distriet, and making compensation to the
slavebolders. 'T'he unlimited powsr of Congress

est mnetions,” than bhring | ny upon herself,
St eoraring hes barboad wad ditiven VA

| convenient to seize, Thus, at a time when orueity

Compr

dy rescued from its power. Notone single human
being will it save from bondage.

The ext of the Missouri line to the Pa-
cific would at least huve rendered all on the north
of it free soil; but, says Mr. Clay, most truly,
although with a frankness slmost insulting to the
North—*" I say, sir, in my place here, that it is
much better for the Sovru that the whols suhjeet
should be open on both sides an imaginary line of
SO 0, than that slavery should be interdicted posi
tively worth of 369 30°, with freedom to admit or ex-
clude it south of 369 30, at the weill of the people I
But, Mr. Clay exclaimed, “ no earthly power
could induce me to vote for the positive introdue-
tion of slavery south or north of that line”

at this bheroic avowal the galleries applaw

Bat the galleries are not deeply versed in South:
orn tactics. Mr, Clay need apprehend no coer-
cion to extort his reluctant vote for a purpose no
one desires or demands. The South have, with
one voice, denied the power of Co er to
prohibit or establish slavery in the Territories
Said Mr. King of Alabama, in reply, “ we usk
no act of Congress to carry slavery anywhere, |
believe we (Con ) hnve just as much right to
prohibit slavery in the Territories, as to carry it
there. We have no right to do one or the other.”
Other Bouthern Senators avowed their concur-
rence in the dootrine advanced by Mr. King.
Hence Mr, Clay’s defiance of any power on eart
to make him do what nohody wants him to do,
was, at least, o rhetorical flourish.

Bat if this pretended comprowmise is, ns I con-
tend, a full uniualified surrender of all the
demands of the North, why did certain ultra Sen-
ators object to it? A show of resistance might
have been deemed politie, a8 tending to make
Northern men su there must bo something
granted to them, although they oould not tell
what, [t may also suit the party purposes of
some to prolong the present agitation, that they
may manufacture more patriotism for the South.
ern warket. And, lastly, if any really wish to
form u separate Republic, in which thlinpwt
to have more power than they now enjoy, they will
of course reject all con however great.
But it is inoredible that the mere slaveholders, the
men who are only nuxiona to open new markets for
the sale of their stock, and to nequire more votes
in Congress, should be averse to proposition
that offers them all they huve ever wsked, und nll
that Congross can give them, with the exoeption
of the suppression of the right of petition, and
the censorship of the Post Office; and these are
not now in issue,

But we are told that unless we yiold to the de-
mands of the slavebolders, they will diesolve the
Union. And what are these demands, which Mr.
Clay adite we have full right to refuse ! Why,
that a small body of men, not prohably exceeding
100,000,* whall be st liberty, for their own ag-
grandizsment, to blight with the curse of llul.rhy
our vast possensions south of 369 30', sad wh
ever portion of Mexico it shull b found hereafier

aod oppresilon are elsewhere way bafore
the ww intelligance nﬁhmlnyi” of the
age, we, the Model Republia, be the instru-
ment of extending over | er now
free, a despotism more than any other

nocuraed
known throughout the olvilised world—a despot-
that not only euslaves the body, but erushés the
intelieot throngh which man is enabled to distin.

15K, ennnot exeeed 117 (00!

t Our doughfeces are always complaining that their em
ployers are slandered at the North  Let the employers
spesk for themaslves In Dee. Reports, (North Caroline)

p AL IR0, we find the cnseof Thie Nlote va. Munn  The
defendant att mpted to fag & woman siave whom he had
hired ; she retrented : he ordersd her to come to him but
she continued to petreat; he selzed hie gan, fired a* and
wouivled ber. For this he was indicted. The Cones 9
tha® ke who hires & slave is, for the thme heing, inves ol
with all *he powers of the vwner himeelf, to enforsn ol edi
ence, wnd that the intietment oould nat be sustained.  Sand
Judge Hufin, “ The power™of the sl be whaslute,
to revuder the sabuwisslon of the slave perfecl. ] most a'tis
cerely confess my sense «f the harshuess of this proposi-
than | feel it na deeply na any man oan | and ar a

af morud right, ecery man in ks retirement muat rep-
diate it Hut in the netnal state of things It most be se—
there in no remedy. Tois DiscirLiNg RELONGE To BLa-
viesy." Verlly, we are the people to leeture Austria’

THE SLAVI: QUESTION.
SPEECH OF MR, WELLBORN, OF GEORGIA,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Frivay, Feenvary 15, 1850,
T Commuttee of the Whols on the state of the Union,
on the Resolution veferring the President’s Message
to the vavious Standing Commutess.
Mr. Wellborn eaid :
ln risiog, Mr. Chairman, to reply to the argu-
ments of the honorable member from Indiana,
{Mr. Fitoh | pronounceld on yesterday, and the
honorable member from Ohio, [Mr. Root,] who
hue just taken his seat, | must beg the apecial in-
dulgence of the Committee. The ciroumstanced
in which 1 enter upon the weighty topics now en-
gaging our most anxions delﬁnrminm, leave me
little opportunity to observe that order in argu-
ment, und that nocuracy of language most favor.
able to a correct comprehension of what 1 desiro
to submit to the notice of the Committes. If,
however, Mr, Chairman, | khall sucosed in dis-
oussing the perplexing subjeots hefore us with
the respect due to opposing opinions, and at the
same time with the freedom nnd candor hecoming
thair gravity, | shall bs most happy.

The honorable member from Indiana [Mr.
Fiteh] expressed, in the course of his argument
on yestevday, the opinion that the passage of the
Ordinance of 1757 for the government of the
Northwestern ‘Territory, containing a clanse pro-
hibiting the introduction of slavery therein, was,

uniform execlusion from all subsequent terrirorial
nequisitions of this Uplon.  That propo-ition
requires n review of a few of the hisorieal eir-
oumstances in which that Ordinance came to he
passed. It will be remembered by the Commit-
toe thot it was enncted hy the Congress of the
Confederation. Now, Mr. Chiirman, when the
Articles of Confrderation were adopted, the
States which were partics to them held no other
territory whatsoover than that whioh was em-
braced within their respective lindts.  They had
no territory, | ropeat, in the senso in which we
apply that term to unapprorri 1«1 lands from
time to time held in common by the United States.
And if the honorable member who used that wre
gument will take the trouble to look through
those Articles of Confederntion, he will find no
remark which can for & moment justify the idea
that territorinl nequisitions were anticipnted by
them. When, therefore, pending those Articles,
territorinl cessions to the Stutes in common came
to he made to the States separately, the Congress
of the Confederation fonnd itself without the
shadow of rightful authority over them. A new
state of things, not contemplated hy the Articles
of Confederation, bhad transpired. It was, Mr,
Chairman, io these precise circumstances that
the Congress of the Confederation, with very
patriotio intentions, doubtless, but in a manner
wholly irreguine, enneted nnd F‘ut in operation
over the Te-vitory referred to by the honorable
memher, the Ordinance under notice,
Mr. Madison, In the 98th number of the Fed-
erulist, will be found, in commenting upon this
oourse of conduat on the part of the Congress of
the Confederation respecting that Territory, to
have held the following langunge :
“(ongross have assumed the administration of
this atock. They have begun to render it produc-
tive. Congress have undertaken to do more;
they have prooeeded to form new States ; to erect
temporary Governments ; to appoint officers for
them ; and to presoribe the condition on which
wach States shall be admitted into the Confed-
ernoy. All this bas been done, und done with-
out the lenst color of eonstitutional authority ;
yet no blame has been whispered, no alarm hus
been sounded.”
We thus pereeive the anomalons nature of this
procedure. The Ordinunce, howaver, such s it
was, had Em into execution before the present
Federal Government was formed. Before prss-
ing from it, | nsk attention to the last member of
the 6th article of a eertain compact expressed
in it botween the original States, whose Congress
enacted it, and the Territory and the States con-
templated to be formed out of it.
It in in these words : :
“ Provided, almays, That any person eseapiog
into the same, fromn whom labor or serviee is law-
fully claimed in any one of the original States,
such fogitive may be lawfully reclaimed and oon-
veyed to the person elnimiog his or bher labor or
servioe as nforessid.”
Let us now, Mr. Chairman, proceed more im-
mediately to the consideration of a few historical
facta, shedding light on the relation the provisions
of the Constitution of the United Stutes hear to
the subject of slavery, and the probable inteution
of ita framers touching the beariogs of those go
visions on the iostitution in the future, Did
they contemplate, as the honorsble member from
fodionn insists, ita exclusion from all territorial
nequisitions following ita adoption?  What s the
evidence on which the affirmative of this ques-
tion rests? I it to be found bs the mere silence of
the Constitwtion on the subject ? To rest the proof
of it on this, would be substantially to argue that
what is not disproved Is to be taken to exist.
Let it be borne in mind, that this Ordinance
covered all the territory held in common by the
Siates of this Union on their adoption of the Con-
stitution. Now, [ need not repent to the commit-
toe the 3d clause of the 2d section of the 4th srti-
cle of the Constitution, providing for the recov-
mf alaves flyiog from service in the Statos
they .GL be held to service futo Statea
where alav ohibited, By this elause it
will be seen that all the protection which, in the
existing condition of things, was practicable oon-
sistently with the grand iden of forming a Con-
fodefaoy of Stnten, was ecoried in bihalf of the
wstatution of slavery, The framers of our Gov.
ernment oould mot vecall what had been dona
iiz @ phst govarnmen? in the ferrivory 80 often cited.
‘Fhey could not prohibit the Sates from adjust-
ing within their own limits, on o scale of perma-
nent policy, s watter so stricily domestia ln it
nature as s slavery, without o manifest depart-
urg from the whole of the Union contem-

guish from evil—nd that sonihiletes
ull rig l:ﬁ“. at t all the affcotions of the
hioart, snd converts a made in the Luage of

Both in the Stutes sud Territory of the
nlon, however, it property in the
‘wlave. Yet it 18 in thess olroumstances that the

in effvet, the setting of & just precedent for ita -
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